OUR COLLECTIVE RELATIONSHIP WITH GOD; Sect 1

WE ARE THE BODY, CHRIST IS THE HEAD:
We must understand that the relationship our God has brought us into with him, through our sharing in the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ, is meant to be one of family. He has said in;
1) 2Cor 6:18 “I will be a father to you, and you shall be my sons and daughters, says the Lord Almighty.”

He paid such a very high price to bring this about;
2) John 3:16 “God so loved the world that he sent his only begotten Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish, but has everlasting life.”

We cannot even begin to know what all this cost Jesus, but we do get a glimpse in:

3) Matt 27:46 “About the ninth hour Jesus cried out with a loud voice, “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me.”

And we see Jesus’ commitment to his Father’s will in:

4) Matt 26:39 “My Father, if it be possible, let this cup pass from me! Yet not my will, but yours be done.”

And we surely can see how it was possible for him to do what he had been sent to do, by focusing on the end result. We must do so too!
5) Is 53:11 “He saw the fruit of the travail of his soul and was satisfied.” 
We can also see the results of Christ like love in us, if we obey the command to love one another as his loved us;
6) Ps 133:1 “See how good and pleasant it is when brothers dwell together in unity.”

And in fact, this unity is love in action:

7) 1John 4:20 “If anyone says, “I love God,” and hates his brother, he is a liar; for he who does not love his brother whom he has seen, cannot love God whom he has not seen.”

God’s view of this unity is clearly laid out for us in;

8) John 17:20-23 “I do not pray for these only, but also for those who believe in my through their word, that they may be one, even as you Father are in me, and I in you, that they may be in us, so that the world may believe that you have sent me. The glory which you have given to me, I have given to them, so that they may be one, even as we are one. I in them, and you in me, that they may become perfectly one, so that the world may know that you have sent me, and have loved them even as you have loved me.”

His desire is to knit us together, by his indwelling Spirit, but this process is always proactive. We must do what he has laid out for us to do in his Word:

9) Eph 4:15-16 “Speaking the truth in love, we are to grow up in every way into him who is the head, into Christ, from whom, the whole body, joined and knit together by every joint with which it is supplied, makes bodily growth, and up-builds itself in love; when each part is working properly.”
Always remembering;

10) Zech 4:6 “It is not by might, nor by power, but by my Spirit, says the Lord.”

Christ the one and only Head of his body, his Church:

11) Col 1:18 “Christ is the head of his body, the church; he is the beginning, the first-born from the dead, that in everything he might be pre-eminent.”

And we are connected to the Head by his Spirit within us:

12) Col 2:19 “Hold fast to the Head, from whom the whole body, nourished and knit together through its joints and ligaments, grows with a growth that is from God.”

We have only one measuring rod, one yardstick, and that is the stature of Christ:

13) Eph 4:13 “Until we all attain to the unity of the faith, and the knowledge of the Son of God, to mature manhood, to the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ.”

Our only aim is for us, by the Spirit, to grown into the mature likeness of Christ:

14) Heb 6:1 “Let us leave behind the elementary doctrines of Christ, and go on to maturity, not laying again a foundation of repentance from dead works, or of faith towards God.”

And we must never forget who the Jesus Christ is;
15) Acts 10:36 “You know the Word which God sent to Israel, preaching good news of peace by Jesus Christ; who is Lord of all.”

16) Rom 10:12 “There is no distinction between Jew and Greek; the same Lord is Lord of all, and bestows his riches upon all who call upon him.”

17) 2Cor 3:17 “Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty.”

His desire is to equip us by his Spirit, with gifts, or church building tools; and these gifts bring great responsibility with them, as well as authority:

18) 2Cor 10:8 “The Lord has given authority for building up his body, not for destroying.”

19) Tit 2:15 “Exhort and reprove with all authority. Let no one despise you.”

And when this authority is exercised wisely, according to God’s plan, we are required to submit to it:

20) 1Thess 5:12-13 “Respect those who labour among you, and are over you, in the Lord, and admonish you. Esteem them very highly in love because of their work. Be at peace among yourselves”

But remember, this is not submission to man, but to God’s Spirit in man.

21) Jas 4:7 “Submit yourselves to God. Resist the devil and he will flee from you.”

OUR COLLECTIVE RELATIONSHIP WITH GOD; Sect 2

It is not until we come to realise the absolute importance of the Spirit inspired gifts in the building of the body of Christ, that we will ever be able to obey the word as shown in;

(1) Eph 4:11-12 “Christ’s gifts were that some should be apostles, some prophets, some evangelists, some pastors and teachers, to equip the saints for the work of ministry, for building up the body of Christ.”

(2) Eph 4:15-16 “Speaking the truth in love, we are to grow up in every way into him who is the head; into Christ; from whom, the whole body, joined and knit together by every joint with which it is supplied, makes bodily growth, and up-builds itself in love; when each part is working properly.”
(3) 1Cor 12:31 “Earnestly desire the higher gifts.”

And if we fail to count the cost we will be unable to finish our part in building the body:

(4) Luke 14:28 “Which of you desiring to build, does not first sit down and count the cost, whether he has enough to complete it?

Like with any building, close contact with the builder and the architect is vital for the workers, for them to know what to do. And without the indwelling Spirit, our lines of communication with God, the spiritual architect, are non-existent.

(5) 1Cor 2:11 “What person known a man’s thoughts except the spirit of the man within him? So also, no one comprehends the thoughts of God, except the Spirit of God.”

Pride, which is obnoxious to God, is the single greatest impediment to that communication, and grieves the Holy Spirit:

(6) Jas 4:6 “God opposes the proud, but gives grace to the humble.”

So we must clothe ourselves with humility towards God, and toward one another:

(7) 1Pet 5:5 “You who are younger be subject to the elders. Cloth yourselves, all of you, with humility towards one another, for, "God opposes the proud, but gives grace to the humble.”

Because, as we are told in:

(8) Rom 8:31 “If God is for us, who is against us?”

(9) Pro 16:18 “Pride goes before destruction and a haughty spirit before a fall.”

Pride spoils our relationship with each other, as well as with our God:

(10) 1Cor 12:22-25 “The parts of the body which seem weaker are indispensable; and those parts of the body which we think less honorable, we invest with greater honor, and our un-presentable parts are treated with greater modesty, which our more presentable parts do not require. But God has so composed the body, giving greater honor to the inferior parts, that there may be no discord in the body, but that the members may have the same care for one another.”

The relationship which God wants us to have should be clearly seen in our marriages, but is it?
(11) Eph 5:21-26 “Be subject to one another out of reverence for Christ. Wives, be subject to your husbands, as to the Lord. For the husband is head of his wife, as Christ is head of his church, his body; and is its Saviour. As the church is subject to Christ, so let wives be subject to their husbands in everything. 
Husbands, love your wives as Christ loved the church, and gave himself up for her, that he might sanctify her, having cleansed her by the washing of water with the Word.”

(12) 1Pet 3:7 “Husbands, live considerately with your wives, bestowing honor on the woman as the weaker sex, since you are joint heirs of the grace of life, in order that your prayers may not be hindered.”

Humility, which of course is the opposite of pride, is always counting others as better than ourselves!

(13) Phil 2:3 “Do nothing from selfishness or conceit, but in humility consider others better than yourself.”

Remember, disunity is an abomination to our God:

(14) Pro 6:16-19 “There are six things which the Lord hates;  seven which are an abomination to him; haughty eyes, a lying tongue, hands that shed innocent blood, a heart that devises wicked plans, feet that make haste to run to evil, a false witness who breaths out lies, and a man who sows discord among brethren.”

Our attitude toward self affects others by being a blessing, or a problem:

(15) Gal 6:2 “Bear one another’s burdens, and so fulfill the law of Christ.”

(16) 1Cor 12:26 “If one member suffers, all suffer together; if one member is honored, all rejoice together.”

There is no room for selfish ambition as we are told in:

(17) Jer 45:5 “Do not seek great things for yourself.”

We must remember at all times that we were saved to be a sweet fragrance to God:

(18) 2Cor 2:15 “We are the aroma of Christ to God, among those who are being saved, and among those who are perishing.”

And so we must be involved in building the body, and this can only happen when we are all doing our part as God intended us to.

(19) Eph 4:11-16 “The Lord’s gifts were that some should be apostles, some prophets, some evangelists, some pastors and teachers, to equip the saints for the work of ministry, for building up the body of Christ, until we all attain to the unity of the faith, and the knowledge of the Son of God, to mature manhood, to the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ; so that we are no longer children, tossed to and fro by every wind of doctrine, by the cunning of men, by their craftiness in deceitful wiles.

    Rather, speaking the truth in love, we are to grow up in every way into him who is the head; into Christ. From whom the whole body, joined and knit together by every joint with which it is supplied, makes bodily growth, and up-builds itself in love, when each part is working properly.”

Even little divisions can develop into great ones:

(20) Jas 3:1-5 “Let not many of you become teachers, my brethren, for you know that we who teach will be judged with greater strictness; for we all make mistakes, and if anyone makes no mistakes in what he says, he is a perfect man, able to bridle the whole body also. 

    If we put bits into horse’s mouths that they may obey us, we guide their whole bodies. Look at ships also; though they are great, and are driven by the winds, they are guided by a very small rudder wherever the will of the pilot directs. So the tongue is a little member, and boasts of great things. 

    How great a forest is set ablaze by a small fire!

So we must be very careful, very humble, in our dealings with our brothers and sisters:

(21) Gal 6:1 “If someone is overtaken by any trespass, you who are spiritual should restore him in a spirit of gentleness. Look to yourselves lest you also be tempted.”

(22) 1John 5:16-17 “If anyone sees his brother committing sin which is not mortal, he shall ask, and God will give him life for those whose sin is not mortal. 

    There is a sin which is mortal; I do not say that one is to pray for that. 

    All wrongdoing is sin, but not all sin is mortal.”

OUR COLLECTIVE RELATIONSHIP WITH GOD: Sect 3
It is very important to realise that the Lord, our God, is no Santa Claus. We have been saved for a purpose, which is to bear fruit for him;

(1)  Rom 7:4 “You have died to the law through the body of Christ, so that you may belong to another; to him who has been raised from the dead, in order that you may bear fruit for God.”

And this same God will cut off all fruitless branches:

(2) John 15:1-6 “I am the vine, and my Father is the vine dresser. Every branch of mine which bears no fruit, he takes away, and every branch that does bear fruit, he prunes, that it may bear more fruit. You are already made clean by the word which I have spoken to you. Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit by itself, unless it abides in the vine, neither can you, unless you abide in me. I am the vine, you are the branches. He who abides in me, and I in him, he it is who bears much fruit, for apart from me you can do nothing. If a man does not abide in me, he is cast out as a branch and withers; and the branches are gathered and thrown into the fire and burned.”

Again, we are told we must drive out the wicked (in God’s view) from among us, and not allow them to mix with us. That is, the wicked who bear the name of Christian:

(3) 1Cor 5:11-13 “I wrote to you not to associate with anyone who bears the name of brother if he is guilty of immorality or greed, or is an idolater, reviler, drunkard, or robber – not even to associate with such a one. For what have I to do with judging outsiders? Is it not those inside the church whom you are to judge? God judges those outside. “Drive out the wicked person from among you.”

We are told in the Word that nothing unclean will enter Heaven;

(4) Rev 22:27 “Nothing unclean shall enter the heavenly Jerusalem, nor anyone who practices abominations, or falsehood, but only those who are written in the Lamb’s Book of Life.”

We have a natural example of this shown in biblical dealings with the uncleanness of leprosy:

(5) Lev 13:52 “You shall keep the people separate from their uncleanness, lest they die in their uncleanness, by defiling my sanctuary which is in their midst.”

Remember, Christ’s Church is victorious, and this is not some nice sounding theory, but is fully intended to be a reality in our individual lives:

(6) Matt 16:15-18 Jesus said, “Who do you say that I am?” Simon Peter replied, “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.” And Jesus answered him saying, “Blessed are you Simon Bar-Jona, for flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but my Father who is in heaven. And I tell you, you are Peter, and upon this Rock I will build my church, and the powers of death shall not prevail against it.”

Every stone or block which God uses in his temple must be without blemish:

(7) 1Pet 4:12-13 “Do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal which comes upon you to prove you, as though something strange were happening to you, but rejoice in so far as you share the sufferings of Christ, so that you may also rejoice and be glad when his glory is revealed.”

We see our God’s intention for us in:

(8) Rom 8:29 “Those whom God foreknew, he predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son, in order that he might be the first-born among many brethren.”

(9) Matt 5:48 “You must be perfect, even as your heavenly Father is perfect.”

(10) Rev 3:18 “I council you to buy from me gold refined by fire, that you may be rich, and white garments to cloth you, to keep the shame of your nakedness from being seen, and salve to anoint your eyes, that you may see.”

Remember, fruitless, useless branches are cast out into the darkness:

(11) Matt 8:11-12 “Many will come from the east and the west, and sit at table with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob in the kingdom of heaven, while the sons of the kingdom will be thrown into the outer darkness, there men will weep and gnash their teeth,”

Nothing unclean can enter the New Jerusalem.

(12) Rev 21:22-27 “I saw no temple in the city, for its temple is the Lord God, the Almighty, and the Lamb. And the city had no need of sun nor moon to shine upon it, for the glory of God is its light, and its lamp is the Lamb. By its light shall the nations walk; and the kings of the earth shall bring their glory into it, and its gates will never be shut by day, and there will be no night there, and they shall bring into it the glory and the honor of the nations. But nothing unclean shall enter it, nor anyone who practices abomination or falsehood, but only those who are written in the Lamb’s Book of Life.”

As God’s saints, we must pour themselves out for the brethren:

(13) Is 58:10 “If you pour yourself out for the hungry, and satisfy the desires of the afflicted, then your light shall rise in the darkness, and your gloom shall be as noonday.”

But to be able to do this we must obey:

(14) 1Pet 2:4-5 “Come to him, to that Living Stone, rejected by men, but in God’s sight, chosen and precious, and like living stones be yourselves built into a spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ.”

Then we will know a unity that all heaven, hell and earth will see:

(15) John 17:20-23 ““I do not pray for these only, but also for those who believe in me through their word, that they may be one, even as you Father are in me, and I in you, that they may be in us, so that the world may believe that you have sent me. The glory which you have given to me, I have given to them, so that they may be one, even as we are one. I in them and you in me, that they may become perfectly one, so that the world may know that you have sent me, and have loved them even as you have loved me.”

We will know peace, joy and true pleasures for ever:

(16) Ps 16:11 “You show me the path of life; in your presence there is fullness of joy, and in your right hand, pleasures for ever more.”

(17) Ps 133:1 “See how good and pleasant it is when brothers dwell together in unity.”
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